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Sisters of the Holy Cross: 
A Legacy Through the Years

Read about the Sisters of 
the Holy Cross in Utah

• Holy Cross order of religious sisters founded in LeMans, France, 1841

• Holy Cross sisters arrive in the United States, June 1843

• Holy Cross sisters arrive in Salt Lake City, Utah, June 1875

• Saint Mary’s Academy, Salt Lake City, 1875

• Holy Cross Hospital, Salt Lake City, 1875

• Sacred Heart Academy, Ogden, 1878

• Saint Joseph School for Boys, Ogden, 1879

• Saint John’s Hospital, Silver Reef, 1879

• Saint Joseph’s School, Ogden, 1881

• Saint Mary’s School, Park City, 1882

• Saint Lawrence Hospital, Ogden, 1887

• Kearns-St. Ann’s Orphanage, Salt Lake City, 1891

• Saint Joseph’s School, Eureka, 1891

• Holy Cross Hospital School of Nursing, Salt Lake City, 1901

• Judge Memorial Grade School, Salt Lake City, 1920; and staffed Judge                             

oMemorial High School, 1927

• Saint Mary of the Wasatch, Salt Lake City, 1926

• Cathedral Parish Grade School, Salt Lake City, 1949

• Bishop Glass Grade School, Salt Lake City, 1955

• 100th anniversary of Holy Cross sisters arrival in Salt Lake City, Utah, 

oJune 1975

• Diocesan Pastoral Center, Salt Lake City, 1980

• Holy Cross Center, Cedar City, 1981

• Peace House, Richfield, 1983

• Holy Cross Ministries, Salt Lake City, 1994

• 125th anniversary of Holy Cross sisters’ arrival in Salt Lake City, Utah, 

oJune 2000

• 150th anniversary of Holy Cross sisters’ arrival in Salt Lake City, Utah, 

oJune 2025

 

(Photo courtesy of the Diocese of Salt Lake City, Office of Archives and Records.)

Holy Cross Sisters at the 100th Anniversary of the Cathedral of the Madeleine

https://holycrosshistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/2008-2.pdf
https://holycrosshistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/2008-2.pdf


In this calendar we celebrate 150 years of compassion brought by the Sisters of Holy Cross, documenting 
both historic and current-day efforts to continue the work they began in 1875. Holy Cross Ministries of 

Utah continues this mission by providing health, education and justice services to families in Utah 
regardless of race, religion, income or any other defining characteristic.  

 From left:  Sister Mary Ann Pajakowski, CSC; Fr. Bob Bussen; Sister Suzanne Brennan, CSC; and Joe Cronley.



The Snowball Sisters - Life in the Late 1800s

Read more about Holy Cross 
sisters in Utah: then and now

Holy Cross convent behind St. Mary’s Old Town Chapel in Park City

https://holycrosshistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/2008-3.pdf
https://holycrosshistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/2008-3.pdf
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Read about how the Holy 

Cross sisters are lauded for 
care of persons with AIDS

Read about how the Holy 
Cross sisters helped AIDS 

patients cope

Watch the “Quiet Heroes” 
documentary 

(Photo credit: https://www.quietheroes.net/)

https://www.icatholic.org/article/holy-cross-sisters-lauded-for-care-of-persons-with-aids-4381251
https://www.deseret.com/1989/1/14/18791479/order-of-the-holy-cross-nuns-find-love-helps-aids-patients-cope/
https://www.quietheroes.net/
https://www.icatholic.org/article/holy-cross-sisters-lauded-for-care-of-persons-with-aids-4381251
https://www.deseret.com/1989/1/14/18791479/order-of-the-holy-cross-nuns-find-love-helps-aids-patients-cope/
https://www.quietheroes.net/


Sister Madeleva and St. Mary of the Wasatch

Sister Mary Madeleva Wolff, CSC 
(Photo courtesy of Saint Mary’s College.)

Read more about Sister Madeleva, 
who studied under J.R.R. Tolkien 

and C.S. Lewis, and found acclaim 
with her Utah-inspired poetry

Saint Mary of the Wasatch 
(photo courtesy of the Utah Historical Society.)

https://www.sltrib.com/religion/2023/05/23/michael-obrien-nun-who-studied/
https://www.sltrib.com/religion/2023/05/23/michael-obrien-nun-who-studied/
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A 2021 Holy Cross Ministries’ School 
Readiness Program student painting 
a portrait of Sister Mary Ann 
Pajakowski, CSC. 

Learn more about Holy 
Cross Ministries’ School 

Readiness Program

https://www.hcmutah.org/school-readiness-program/
https://www.hcmutah.org/school-readiness-program/


Hospital Ministry Starts in 1875

Read about how Utah’s first Holy Cross 
sisters earned their stripes as 

Civil War nurses

https://theboymonk.com/utahs-first-holy-cross-sisters-earned-their-stripes-as-civil-war-nurses/
https://theboymonk.com/utahs-first-holy-cross-sisters-earned-their-stripes-as-civil-war-nurses/
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View the Sisters of the 
Holy Cross Timeline

After the Sisters of the Holy 
Cross sold their hospital group in 
1994, they used the proceeds to 
found Holy Cross Ministries, a 
501(c)(3) non-profit organization 
that continues their tradition of 
compassionate service to the 
people of Utah.

https://www.hcmutah.org/sisters-of-the-holy-cross/
https://www.hcmutah.org/sisters-of-the-holy-cross/


Holy Cross Sisters Start 
Kearns-St. Ann’s Orphanage

St. Ann’s Orphanage
(Photo courtesy of the Diocese of Salt Lake City, Office of Archives and Records.)

Read about how Babe Ruth 
touched base with his Catholic 

roots in 1927 Utah orphanage visit

St. Ann’s Orphanage Girls with Holy Cross Sister
(Photo courtesy of the Diocese of Salt Lake City, Office of Archives and Records.)

St. Ann’s Orphanage with Students
(Photo courtesy of the Diocese of Salt Lake City, Office of Archives and Records.)

https://www.hcmutah.org/
https://theboymonk.com/babe-ruth-touched-bases-with-his-catholic-roots-in-1927-utah-orphanage-visit/
https://www.hcmutah.org/
https://theboymonk.com/babe-ruth-touched-bases-with-his-catholic-roots-in-1927-utah-orphanage-visit/
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In 2000, Sister Mary Ann Pajakowski, CSC, 
and Holy Cross Ministries’ outreach 
workers identified a need in Summit 
County to provide out-of-school-time 
academic and enrichment activities for 
underserved children who couldn’t access 
the high-cost extracurricular activities 
available in Park City.

Holy Cross Ministries has provided educa-
tion programming ever since, adapting to 
the evolving needs of the community with 
consistent positive feedback from parents. 
Since their founding, Holy Cross Ministries’ 
education programs have taught over 3,400 
students and supported over 300 infants, 
toddlers and their family members.

Learn more about 
Holy Cross Ministries’ 
education programs

https://www.hcmutah.org/education/
https://www.hcmutah.org/education/


Holy Cross School of Nursing

Learn about the training of nurses 
and young women at St. Mary’s of 

the Wasatch College, Utah 
(1926–1959)

Graduates such as Janine Sawaya are proud of their blessed connection 
with the Holy Cross sisters. The Nursing School operated until 1973.

https://holycrosshistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/2012-6.pdf
https://holycrosshistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/2012-6.pdf
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Watch a video about
Holy Cross Ministries’ 

Medical Debt Legal 
Advocates Program

https://youtu.be/IgYAl0_Q6-E?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/IgYAl0_Q6-E?feature=shared


Social Justice Heads West with the 
Holy Cross Sisters

Read interesting stories about the 
Holy Cross sisters in Utah in 1875

https://theboymonk.com/did-brigham-young-ask-a-catholic-nun-to-be-his-28th-wife/
https://theboymonk.com/did-brigham-young-ask-a-catholic-nun-to-be-his-28th-wife/
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Continuing our unwavering 
commitment to social justice, we honor 
the legacy of our mission every day. 
This is reflected in the passion, 
dedication and unity of our current 
staff, who strive to create meaningful 
change and inspire hope for a brighter 
future.

150th anniversary 
of the sisters 

coming to Utah



Memories of the Holy Cross Garden

Read about the municipal rose 
garden at Holy Cross Hospital 

https://www.slchistory.org/2020/06/slc-once-home-to-large-municipal-rose.html
https://www.slchistory.org/2020/06/slc-once-home-to-large-municipal-rose.html
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A 2024 School Readiness 
Program student waters plants in 
a plot provided by Summit 
Community Gardens and EATS, 
where students and families care 
for the garden together.

Read about caps and 
little green thumbs

https://www.hcmutah.org/newsletter/#Education_Summer24
https://www.hcmutah.org/newsletter/#Education_Summer24


A Rich Legacy of Compassionate Healthcare

Read about how Holy Cross 
trained nurses

https://www.deseret.com/2008/6/14/20258093/holy-cross-trained-nurses-built-interfaith-bonds/
https://www.deseret.com/2008/6/14/20258093/holy-cross-trained-nurses-built-interfaith-bonds/


2025
AUGUST

July 2025 September 2025

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30

Holy Cross Ministries’ promotoras are
bilingual, bicultural community
health workers who have been 
characterized as bridge builders, 
working in both clinics and in the 
community.

These community health workers 
play a central role in community 
integration and are key to every 
program at Holy Cross Ministries.

Learn more about Holy Cross 
Ministries’ Promotor/a 

Outreach Program

https://www.hcmutah.org/promotora-outreach-program/
https://www.hcmutah.org/promotora-outreach-program/


Holy Cross Sisters’ Statewide Reach

St. John Parish, Silver Reef 
(Photo courtesy of the Diocese of Salt Lake City, Office of Archives and Records.)

Read about an extraordinary (and 
wonderfully ordinary) sister act

Read about the Silver Reef sisters

https://theboymonk.com/an-extraordinary-and-wonderfully-ordinary-sister-act/
https://theboymonk.com/silver-reef-sisters/
https://theboymonk.com/an-extraordinary-and-wonderfully-ordinary-sister-act/
https://theboymonk.com/silver-reef-sisters/
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Learn more about Holy 
Cross Ministries’ Legal 
Immigration Program

Members of Holy Cross Ministries’ 
legal team are pictured at the Utah 
State Capitol during Immigrant Day 
on the Hill, offering valuable resources 
to the community.

https://www.hcmutah.org/legal-immigration-program/
https://www.hcmutah.org/legal-immigration-program/


Holy Cross Sisters Cared for Orphans

St. Ann’s Orphanage Boys with Holy Cross Sister
(Photo courtesy of the Diocese of Salt Lake City, Office of Archives and Records.)

Read about the Sisters of the 
Holy Cross and Kearns-St. Ann’s Orphanage 

https://issuu.com/utah10/docs/uhq_volume78_2010_number3/s/10365940
https://issuu.com/utah10/docs/uhq_volume78_2010_number3/s/10365940


2025
OCTOBER

September 2025 November 2025

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

Columbus Day

Halloween

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30

S M T W T F S

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30

 

Sister Mary Ann Pajakowski, CSC 
with Holy Cross Ministries’ School 
Readiness Program students.

Read about how Holy Cross 
Ministries’ Parents as Teachers 

Program creates stronger families

https://www.cscsisters.org/parents-teachers-program/
https://www.cscsisters.org/parents-teachers-program/


Holy Cross Welcomes New Arrivals

Left to right: Sister Kathleen Moroney, CSC, JD; Maribel Real; Sister Sharlet Wagner, CSC; staff of 
the early Legal Immigration Program—and U visa experts.

Learn more about Holy Cross Ministries’ 
Legal Immigration Program

https://www.hcmutah.org/legal-immigration-program/
https://www.hcmutah.org/legal-immigration-program/
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Read about Janet's journey with Holy 
Cross Ministries, where she found hope, 

support and a new beginning as a U.S. 
citizen.

Read about how Holy Cross 
Ministries supports clients in 

navigating changes to U.S. 
immigration policies.

https://www.hcmutah.org/newsletter/#Justice_Summer
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kpcw.org%2Fstate-regional%2F2024-12-12%2Fholy-cross-ministries-braces-for-changes-to-us-immigration-policies&data=05%7C02%7Ccjauregui%40hcmutah.org%7C92be79cbf7fd456096fb08dd2078c797%7C3
https://www.hcmutah.org/newsletter/#Justice_Summer
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kpcw.org%2Fstate-regional%2F2024-12-12%2Fholy-cross-ministries-braces-for-changes-to-us-immigration-policies&data=05%7C02%7Ccjauregui%40hcmutah.org%7C92be79cbf7fd456096fb08dd2078c797%7C3


Holy Cross Prepares the Next Generation

Read about the fabulous Irish 
O’Connor sisters of Ogden

Read about the prominent Utah family who 
produced both great businesspeople and 

wonderful Holy Cross sisters

https://theboymonk.com/the-fabulous-irish-oconnor-sisters-of-ogden/
https://theboymonk.com/prominent-utah-family-produced-both-great-businesspeople-and-wonderful-holy-cross-sisters/
https://theboymonk.com/the-fabulous-irish-oconnor-sisters-of-ogden/
https://theboymonk.com/prominent-utah-family-produced-both-great-businesspeople-and-wonderful-holy-cross-sisters/
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Sister Mary Ann Pajakowski, CSC 
kicks off the holiday spirit!

Meet Holy Cross 
Ministries’ staff

https://www.hcmutah.org/staff/
https://www.hcmutah.org/staff/


Thank You for Your Continued Support

“It is both a joy and a humble challenge for us at Holy Cross Ministries to inherit, and 
now wear, the mantle of love fashioned by 150 years of service in Utah by the Holy Cross 
Sisters. We stand upon their remarkable shoulders to see and appreciate all that they have 
done. Yet, that lofty vantage point also reveals what the first Sisters saw when they arrived 
in June of 1875—there is so much more work to do to meet the basic human needs of the 
poor and marginalized in Utah. We will strive, for the next 150 years, to continue their 
wonderful legacy and to provide health, education and justice services in collaboration 
with partners, donors, volunteers and grantors and with the wonderful Holy Cross Sisters 
who have so inspired us.”- Emmie Gardner (Holy Cross Ministries CEO)

“Pride is not usually considered a virtue by those committed to the religious life, such as 
the Holy Cross Sisters. Nevertheless, we Holy Cross Sisters are proud and grateful that our 
forebears made the pioneering trek to Utah 150 years ago, thus giving remarkable life to 
our motto/mission of find a need and meet it. What followed during the next century and 
a half after June of 1875 was an amazing outpouring of kindness, love and service that 
forever changed both Utah and all of us at Holy Cross. And that love continues today, 
through Holy Cross Ministries, which is sponsored by the Sisters and continues to find 
and meet needs in the great state of Utah. I thank and congratulate everyone involved in 
making this wonderful sesquicentennial celebration possible, and we Holy Cross Sisters 
look forward to working with our Utah brothers and sisters for the next 150 years.” 
- Sister Sharlet Ann Wagner, CSC (President, Sisters of the Holy Cross)

Join the 1875 Club: Make a 
sustainable impact in the 
community for just 
$18.75/month!

Your donation ensures the 150-year 
legacy of the Sisters of the Holy Cross 
continues to grow. 

860 E 4500 S, STE 204, Salt Lake City, UT 84107 | 801.261.3440 | hcmutah.org

Donate today!

https://www.hcmutah.org/join-the-1875-club/
https://www.hcmutah.org/donate-to-holy-cross-ministries/
https://www.hcmutah.org/
https://www.hcmutah.org/donate-to-holy-cross-ministries/
https://www.hcmutah.org/join-the-1875-club/
https://www.hcmutah.org/donate-to-holy-cross-ministries/
https://www.hcmutah.org/
https://www.hcmutah.org/donate-to-holy-cross-ministries/

